The Parables of Jesus, Quarter 1
Adult Student Guide

Lesson 1: Faith In God 

Sower and the Soils, Matthew 13:3-23

The Mustard Seed, Matthew 13:31-32

Lesson Objectives: 


· Understand the comparison of the different soils and the souls of men.

· Identify the types of “soil”.

· Each student should determine which type he/she is, and which he/she wants to be.

· Understand how faith is like a mustard seed.

· Explain what is necessary for the seed (faith) to grow properly.

For Discussion:

1.Explain the 4 types of soils (souls) and what each symbol represents.

2.How can we tell which type of soil we are?

3.Are all “church-members” the same kind of good soil?

4.What can be done to make our soil better and more productive?

5.Explain how faith is like a mustard seed.

6.What conditions must exist for a seed to grow into fruitfulness?

NOTES:

For Additional Private Study: 

Compare the parallel accounts of the Sower and the Soils in Mark 4:3-20 and Luke 8:5-15.
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Lesson 2: Dangers Of Trusting In Uncertainties 

Rich Fool, Luke 12:16-21

The Yeast, Luke 13:20-21
Lesson Objectives:


· Recognize the uncertainty of material wealth (1 Tim. 6:17).

· Describe how the rich fool was not rich toward God.

· Comprehend how the gospel is a sound basis for faith and hope.

· Compare yeast and growth of the Kingdom of God.

· Understand the “yeast” that makes God’s Kingdom grow.

· Determine how growth can be good or evil (Matthew 16:6-12).

For Discussion:

1.List events that may alter the plans we make.

2.Consult James 4:13-15 and discuss how God’s will should be a Christian’s primary concern.

3.What did Solomon teach about the deceit of wealth?

4.How was the rich fool in Luke 12:16-21 tricked by his pursuit of material wealth?

5.Why was the rich fool NOT rich toward God?

6.Contrast uncertain riches with the eternal riches in the kingdom of God.

7.How is the growth of the kingdom like yeast added to wheat flour (Luke 13:20-21)?

8.What might grow in the kingdom that would have a negative effect (Matthew 16:6-12)?

9.Tell how materialism is a growing threat to the church just as the danger of the leaven of the Pharisees.

NOTES:

For Additional Private Study: Read Matthew 19:16-28.  Meditate on how you spend your time, energy, and money.  Then determine if you are pleasing God in the way you manage your affairs.
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Lesson 3: Wisdom In Serving God

Wise and Foolish builders, Matthew 7:24-27; Luke 6:47-49

New Cloth on an old coat, Matthew 9:14-17; Mark 2:21; Luke 5:36

New Wine in old wineskins, Matthew 9:17; Mark 2:22; Luke 5:37-38

Shrewd Manager, Luke 16:1-8

Lesson Objectives:

· Compare the two types of builders in the parable.

· Explain which of the builders’ work lasted and apply this to serving God today.

· Explain how the concept of new cloth and new wine represent the new covenant of Jesus. 

· Understand why the servant’s Lord commended him for acting unjustly.

· Determine how we can make friends of “unrighteous mammon”.

· Analyze what greater good can be done with money that is often earned and used for selfish purposes.

For Discussion:

1.Which of the following builds on the rock, the sand, or is not possible to know:

A.  Going to church every Sunday 

B. Working all the overtime that is available 

C. Using the best materials available for home construction 

A. Engaging in private study of God’s word 

B. Doing what Jesus taught 

2.What is the lasting result of following the teachings of Jesus?

3.Philanthropists, poets, and statesmen all leave a legacy behind.  How is the lasting result of their work different from the Christian’s?

4.What is the spiritual meaning of the fall of the house built on the sand (Matthew 7:27)?

5.Describe the new cloth and the new wine from Matthew 9:14-17.

6.In Luke 16:1-8, what actions were taken by the servant that showed wisdom?

7.What do we have at our disposal to prepare for the day when we shall be forced to leave this world?

For Additional Private Study:

Read 2 Corinthians 13:5-7.  Make a spiritual building plan for your life.  Set specific goals for the next 12 months and for the next 5 years.
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Lesson 4: Obedience

Two sons, Matthew 21:28-32

Samaritan, Luke 10:30-37

Master and his servant, Luke 17:7-10

Lesson Objectives:

· Explain how intention and action are 2 different things.

· Tell how obedience first requires a correct attitude.

· Compare the religious priests and the Good Samaritan’s actions.

· Describe the sacrifices made by the Samaritan to do a good work.

· Explain how the Samaritan’s actions illustrate our duty as Christians.

For Discussion:

1.If one is at first unwilling but changes his mind and obeys, has he done what the Father asks? (Matthew 21:28-31)

2.What is the difference between intention and action?  What is the danger of waiting too long to take action?  

3.What changed in the first son that enabled him to do his Father’s work? 

4.How long did the sons in the parable have to decide if they would obey (Matthew 21:28)?

5.How many days do we have to decide whether or not to obey God?

6.What did the priest and Levite do that the Samaritan did in Luke 10?  

7.What did the Samaritan do that the other 2 did not?  

8.Are we better than the priest and Levite if we close our eyes to opportunities?  

9. Read Galatians 6:10 and tell where to look for opportunities to serve (be specific).

10.What do servants do? Has anyone ever had one? 

11.What should be our attitude in serving God (Luke 17:10)?

12.Is it possible to substitute one act of obedience for another that the Lord requires (such as contributing to the church as a substitution for not evangelizing)?

For Additional Private Study:

Make a list of every good deed you have done in the last week.  Pray for keener awareness of the needs of others so you will not pass on opportunity.
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Lesson 5: Value of the kingdom

Hidden Treasure, Matthew 13:44

Valuable Pearl, Matthew 13:45-46

Owner of House, Matthew 13:52

Cost of discipleship, Luke 14:28-33

Lesson Objectives:

· Describe how Bible knowledge reveals treasure.

· Tell how the Kingdom is like hidden treasure or an expensive Pearl.

· Understand the concept of sacrifice to obtain something of greater value.

· Explain what one must sacrifice to be in God’s Kingdom.

For Discussion:

1.How was Jesus’ teaching about the kingdom different than the teachings of the religious teachers of his day (Matthew 7:28-29)?

2.Why did the Jews of Jesus’ day search the scriptures (John 5:39)?

3.What were the old and new treasures that the teachers of the law brought out of the storeroom?

4.What texts of scripture do you find yourself reading over and over again because you treasure the thoughts contained in those passages?

5.Who was the owner of the house in Matthew 13:52?

6.Why did Jesus speak about the judgment before relating the parable of the house owner (Matthew 13:47-50)?

7.How did Jesus describe the kingdom of heaven in Matthew 13:44-46?

8.Why was the kingdom like a hidden treasure?

9.What is worth giving up to obtain the hidden treasure?

For Additional Private Study:

Read more about the early preaching regarding the kingdom in Matthew 3:1-11 and 4:12-17.
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Lesson 6: Courage to Stand 

The Lamp Under a Bushel, Matthew 5:14-15; Mark 4:21-22; Luke 8:16, 11:33

Lesson Objectives:

· Tell how a Christian is like a light in the world.

· Explain the necessity of light for life to exist.

· Tell how foolish it is to place a lamp under a basket and how being ashamed of Jesus is the same.

· Describe what the early disciples did to let their light shine.

· Compare the candlesticks of Rev 2:1.

For Discussion:

1.What benefits are derived from light (Matthew 5:14-15)?

2.Contrast the way of darkness described in Ephesians 4:17-19.

3.What is the condition of man’s religion without the light of God’s word?

4.If no one knows a person is a Christian, is that person really a Christian?

5.Does simply believing make a person a disciple?

6.Compare the examples in the scriptures about how the early disciples let their light shine?

7.What did the 7 churches of Asia do right that kept their candlesticks burning?

A. Revelation 2:2-3

B. Revelation 2:9-10

C. Revelation 2:13

D. Revelation 2:19

E. Revelation 3:2,4

F. Revelation 3:9-10

G. Revelation 3:14-19

For Additional Private Study:

Read about light and the darkness in John 1:1-9 and 1 John 2:8-14.

The Parables of Jesus, Quarter 1
Adult Student Guide

Lesson 7: Prayer 

Friend in need, Luke 11:5-10

Persistent Widow, Luke 18:2-8

Lesson Objectives:

· Understand the significance Jesus placed on prayer (his teaching and example).

· Explain what the expression “in my name” (John 14:13) means.

· Compare the unjust judge and the Righteous Judge of Heaven and evaluate how much God cares for His people (Matthew 7:9, 1 Peter 5:6-7).

· Understand what “Pray without ceasing” means (1 The 5:17).

For Discussion:

1.What was the meaning of the parable in Luke 11:5-8?

2.What part does faith play in our prayer life?

3.What did Jesus teach about God’s attitude toward his children in Luke 11:11-13?

4.If God wants to do good for us, how do we explain suffering?  

5.Read the following passages and explain how we should follow Jesus’ example:

A. Matthew 14:23

B. Matthew 26:36-44

C. Luke 6:12

6.What does it mean to pray in Jesus’ name in John 14:13?

7.Compare other passages about the name of Jesus.

A. Acts 2:21

B. Acts 4:12

C. Acts 8:16

D. Acts 22:16

E.   Colossians 3:17

8.What lesson did Jesus teach in the parable of the unjust judge (Luke 18:2-5)?

For Additional Private Study:

Read Jesus’ prayer in John 17:6-26 and meditate on how the Father has answered Jesus’ prayers.
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Lesson 8: Humility

Lowest Seat, Luke 14:7-14

Pharisee and tax collector, Luke 18:10-14

Lesson Objectives:

· Understand the NT customs regarding seating in public gatherings.

· List verses in the Bible that teach humility.

· Describe thinking habits that result in humility.

· Identify incorrect prayer attitudes from Jesus’ teaching.

· Explain how a public prayer may illustrate either pride or humility.

· Explain how a Christian’s life demonstrates humility.

For Discussion:

1.Where were the chief seats in the synagogue mentioned in Matthew 23:6?

2.What do the following verses teach about humility?

A. Matthew 23:12 

B. 1 Peter 5:5 

C. 1 Peter 5:6 

3.How do these verses teach us to become humble?

A. Romans 12:16

B. Philippians 2:4

C. Philippians 2:5-8

D. James 4:7

E. 1 Peter 5:5

4.What is the difference in rewards for putting on a feast for a wealthy friend and those for making a feast for the poor (see Luke 14:7-14)?

5.How might we be guilty of the same sin of the Pharisee in Jesus’ parable in Luke 18:10-14?

6.In what ways may a person’s public prayer be a demonstration of pride or humility?

7.How do Christians exhibit humility?

8.What does the parable of the Pharisee and Publican teach about how we are justified today?

For Additional Private Study:

Study the following verses:  Mat 11:29; Mat 20:26-28; Luk 22:27; John 13:14; John 13:15; Act 10:38; Act 20:35; Rom 14:15; Rom 15:3; Rom 15:5; 1Co 10:33; 1Co 11:1; Eph 5:2; 1Pe 2:21; 1Pe 4:1; 1Jo 2:6

The Parables of Jesus, Quarter 1
Adult Student Guide

Lesson 9: Preparing for the Lord’s Return

Fig Tree, Matthew 24:32-35; Mark 13:28-29; Luke 21:29-31

Ten Virgins, Matthew 25:1-13
Watchful Servants, Mark 13:34-37; Luke 12:35-40

Lesson Objectives:

· Understand the prophecy Jesus made against Jerusalem (Matthew 24:1-2).

· Compare Jesus’ prophecy about his final return to judge the whole world in John 12:47-48 and 5:28-29.

· Explain the symbols in the parable of the virgins.

· Describe how to know if a person is wise or foolish.

· Tell what it means to “watch” for the Lord’s coming. 

For Discussion:

1.When the Lord instructed his disciples in Matthew 24:32-35, he gave them signs to watch for and encouraged them to be prepared for the destruction of Jerusalem.  For what signs do we watch in anticipation of his return?

2.How seriously do you think the early disciples took the prophecies in Matthew 24?

3.Which is more important:  being prepared to flee Jerusalem to save your life, or being prepared to escape planet earth before it is burned up.  

4.What do the following represent in the parable in Matthew 25:1-13?

A. The virgins

B. The bridegroom

C. The marriage

D. The lamps

E. The door

5.How did the virgins prepare to receive the bridegroom?

6.What action was required to qualify as a wise virgin in the parable?

7.What does it mean to watch for the Lord?

For Additional Private Study:  

Study about Christ’s relationship to the church as a bridegroom about to be married:  Mat 9:15; Mat 22:2; Psa 45:9-11; Isa 54:5; Isa 62:4; Isa 62:5; Mar 2:19; Mar 2:20; Luk 5:34; Luk 5:35; Joh 3:29; 2Co 11:2; Eph 5:25-33
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Lesson 10: Appreciation of God’s Mercy

Moneylender, Luke 7:41-43

Lesson Objectives:

· Explain why the debtor with the greatest debt was most grateful when forgiven.

· Describe the debt that man has toward God that can’t be repaid but can be forgiven.

· Tell why we sometimes do not appreciate God’s mercy (Matthew 7:3, Rom 12:3).

· Discuss the difference between the sins of omission and commission (2 The 1:8; Luke 17:10), and evaluate which sin adds most to our debt.

For Discussion:

1.How long would it have taken to pay a debt of 500 pence in 30AD?

2.What does the sinner have with which to pay the debt owed to God?

3.What was Simon’s attitude toward Jesus in Luke 7:44-47?

4.What did Jesus mean by “they that be whole need not a physician” in Matthew 9:12?

5.What does Romans 12:3 say should happen in order for one to see himself the way God sees him?

6.What happens to the debt of sin while we continue to commit sin?

7.List what a Christian might do to grow in appreciation of God’s mercy.

NOTES:

For Additional Private Study:  

Review the life of Apostle Paul.  Discuss if his having been forgiven of much was part of the reason he was so earnest in serving the Lord (1 Timothy 1:13; Philippians 3:6-13;Ephesians 3:8).
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Lesson 11: Importance of Saving the Lost

Lost sheep, Luke 15:4-7; Matthew 18:12-14

Lost Coin, Luke 15:8-10

Lost Son Luke 15:11-32

Lesson Objectives:

· Explain the significance of rejoicing in heaven over the recovery of the lost.

· Discuss who it was that searched for the lost and what that means to Christians today.

· Identify the following symbols used in the story of the Prodigal Son: Prodigal Son, Father, Older Brother, and Far Country.

· Describe the attitudes of the wasteful son and how it influenced the actions he took.

· Understand how God waits patiently for the sinner to return.

For Discussion:

1.What was the Pharisees’ attitude toward sinners in Luke 15:2?

2.What do the lost sheep and lost coin represent in Luke 15:4-10?

3.Why do you think such things were used to represent the lost sinner?

4.Who do the searchers represent in the parables of Luke 15?

5.Do you think the expression “just persons who need no repentance” (Luke 15:7) means the Pharisees were right with God?

6.What is the importance of rejoicing in heaven when the lost things were found (Luke 15:7, 10)?
7.Who do the following represent in the story of the prodigal son?

A. The prodigal

B. The far country

C. The prodigal’s father

D. The older brother

8.What sinful attitudes did the prodigal son show prior to his repentance (Luke 15:11-16)?

9.What does the parable of the prodigal son tell you about God’s mercy?

For Additional Private Study:  

Meditate on these verses throughout the week.  Psa 86:5; Psa 86:15; Psa 103:10-13; Isa 49:15; Isa 55:6-9; Isa 57:18; Jer 31:20; Eze 16:6-8; Hos 11:8; Mic 7:18; Mic 7:19; Act 2:39; Eph 2:13; Eph 2:17
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Lesson 12: Salvation and Judgment

Growing Seed, Mark 4:26-29

Weeds, Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43

Net, Matthew 13:47-50

Workers in the vineyard, Matthew 20:1-16

Wedding Banquet, Matthew 22:2-16

Faithful and Wise Servant, Matthew 24:45-51; Luke 12:42-48

Talents, Matthew 25:14-30; Luke 19:12-27

Lesson Objectives:

· Compare activities of harvest with the harvest of souls.

· Explain the symbols in the parables

· Describe the reward for service after judgment

· Understand what can be done to prepare for the Lord’s return

· Describe the outcome of the person who is unprepared

For Discussion:

1.What is the sequence of events that must take place before the harvest can be made?

2.Explain why some plants in the field of God don’t bear good fruit (Matthew 13:24-30)

3.What does the symbol of the net represent in Matthew 13:47-50 and why are the fish being sorted?

4.Define what Jesus meant by the two different descriptions of souls in Matthew 13:49 and what will be the final outcome of their separation.

5.Will everyone have the same reward or will there be different rewards in heaven (Matthew 20:1-16)?

6.Who will be received at the great wedding feast spoken of in Matthew 22:14?

7.How do you get a wedding garment for the great wedding feast of Matthew 22:1-16?

8.What can a person do to be ready for the Lord’s return (Matthew 24:45)?

9.What will happen to the man who buries his talent (Matthew 25:24-30)?

For Additional Private Study:  Study daily about the Lord’s coming.

Mat 25:6; Mat 16:27; Mat 19:28; Mat 26:64; Dan 7:13; Dan 7:14; Mar 8:38; Mar 14:62; Luk 9:26; Luk 22:69; Joh 1:51; Joh 5:27-29; Act 1:11; 1Th 4:16; 2Th 1:7; 2Th 1:8; Heb 1:8; Jud 1:14; Rev 1:7

Eschatology Chart

[image: image1.jpg]Hades (Sheol)

PARAD/SF
Abraham's Bosom
Lk 16:22-23
Lk 23:43

Mat 16:18

Lk 16:23.28

Jude B

2Pe 2:4.9
Torment, Anguish, Flame

7ARTARVS

Eternity

The End

Second Coming
Resurrection
End Of World
Final Judgment

HEAVEY
1Pe L:4

ETERNAL LIFE

He 9:27
Mt 7:21-23
Acts 17:30-31

JUDGMENT
200 50

Day, Rev 21:25

HeELL

v Second Death
urt= Ro 144012 "
] e s Night, Mt 25:30
Mt10:28
Mk 9:43-48
Gehenna Rev 204015

AL

Lake 0 Fire 73

J

Q




The Parables of Jesus, Quarter 1
Adult Student Guide

Lesson 13: Judgment On God’s People

Servants of the Vineyard, Matthew 21:33-44; Mark 12:1-11; Luke 20:9-18

Unmerciful Servant, Matthew 18:23-34

Unfruitful Fig Tree, Luke 13:6-9

Great Banquet, Luke 14:16-24

Rich man and Lazarus, Luke 16:19-31

Sheep and Goats, Matthew 25:31-46

Lesson Objectives:

· Describe the symbols in the parable of the Servants of the Vineyard (Matthew 21:33-44).

· Tell whom the Unfruitful Fig Tree represents and describe its end (Luke 13:6-9).

· Explain who made excuses to attend the wedding feast of the Lamb (Luke 14:18) and discuss how we may be guilty of the same thinking.

· Understand the warning Jesus gave to the Jews in the story of the Rich Man and Lazarus (Luke 16:31) and discuss the possibility of faithlessness among God’s people today.

· Determine who is a sheep and who is a goat (Matthew 25:31-46).

For Discussion:

1.In Matthew 21:33-44 what do the following symbols represent?

A. The householder (vs. 33) 
B. Hedged vineyard with a winepress and a tower (vs. 33) 
C. Husbandmen (vs. 33) 

D. Harvest time (vs. 34) 

E. Servants of the household (vs. 35) 

F. The Son (vs. 37

G. Other husbandmen (vs. 41)

2.What did God do to the Jews for persecuting the prophets and killing his son?

3.Who does the Unfruitful Fig Tree in Luke 13:6-9 symbolize and what will be the end of those who produce no fruit?

4.What was Jesus speaking about when he told of the wedding feast in Luke 14:16-17?

5.In the parable of the Rich Man and Lazarus in Luke 16:31, who did Abraham say the rich man’s brothers should listen to?

6.Who is a sheep and who is a goat in Matthew 25:31-46?

For Additional Private Study:  

Study charity from the Old Testament and see how God’s people have always been generous toward those who are in need.  Deu 15:7-11; Job 29:13-16; Job 31:16-21; Psa 112:5-10; Pro 3:9; Pro 3:10; Pro 11:24; Pro 11:25; Pro 14:21; Pro 14:31; Pro 19:17; Pro 22:9; Ecc 11:1; Ecc 11:2
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